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  Contains the comprehensive patristic records of the Vetus Latina Institut in Beuron

  Over 800,000 biblical citations

  The complete repertorium of H. J. Frede (Kirchenschriftsteller – Verzeichnis und Sigel, Freiburg, 1995) can be consulted online within 
the application, as well as the repertorium’s regular updates by Professor Gryson 

 Key Features

The Vetus Latina Database (VLD) comprises the comprehensive 
patristic records of the Vetus Latina Institut in Beuron.

The huge panoply of Latin biblical texts which were in existence 
and use from the second century AD/CE until the time when the 
Vulgate became predominant are known under the common 
rubric of the Vetus Latina, or the Old Latin, Bible. 

The term Vetus Latina refers to all those biblical texts translated 
into Latin which are not found in the Vulgate. The textual 
tradition of the Vetus Latina is complex and incomplete. 
Because there are a limited number of extant manuscripts that 
haphazardly cover the biblical text the basic sources are biblical 
citations or allusions that are found within the writings of the 
Latin Fathers or Greek patristic authors who were translated at 
an early date into Latin.

Introduction

The Latin Bible is at the core of Western culture, but it also bears 
witness to the development of this civilisation, through the 
many reworkings the text has undergone down the centuries. 
Our whole intellectual and religious history can be held up to 
the mirror of these variants. They are a fundamental resource 
not only for theologians, but for historians and literary 
scholars. Many layers of language, from the most vernacular 
to the most refined, can be seen in these texts.

Abbot Joseph Denk, in the early twentieth century undertook 
to start collecting all citations to the Latin Bible from the 
writings of the Church Fathers. Denk’s collection, comprising 
many hundreds of thousands of files, was deposited at Saint 
Boniface Abbey in Beuron (Germany). The collection is the 
foundation for the task of editing the ancient Latin versions of 
the Bible being undertaken by the Vetus Latina Institute at the 
abbey itself.

The VLD-online contains every citation, listed by book, chapter and verse of the Bible. The use of the application is simple. The 
application allows the scholar to search citations individually or as a whole, following the biblical structure, to print the results. 
The result of the search is the image of the archival cards with the up-to-date information as it is held in the Vetus Latina Institute 
in Beuron. The interface is very straightforward.

The VLD-online also includes online consultation of the repertorium of H.J. Frede and its updates (H.J. Frede, Kirchenschriftsteller. 
Verzeichnis und Sigel, 4. aktualisierte Auflage, Freiburg, Herder, 1995; Aktualisierungsheft 1999, mise à jour par R. Gryson, Freiburg, 
Herder, 1999; mise à jour actuelle par R. Gryson, 2013).

Aims and scope



Image of the archival card with up-to-date information as it is 
held in the Vetus Latina Institute in Beuron

Select Books – 
Chapters - Verses
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More information ?
Visit our website https://about.brepolis.net for detailed flyers, PowerPoint presentations, videos and webinars.  

Follow our blog to receive updates on content and functionality, and future developments.

Free Trial
We are pleased to offer a 30-day free trial for institutional customers. In addition, customers who subscribe to a new database  

receive a significant discount in the first year of subscription. Offer subject to conditions.  
Contact us for more information: brepolis@brepols.net.

 

  Library of Latin Texts 
The world’s leading database for the 
study of Latin texts, selected from the 
best editions available

  Sources chrétiennes online 
Critical texts and French translations 
that have been published in the 
printed Sources chrétiennes series now 
available in a searchable database

  Patrologia Orientalis Database  
The corpus of patristic texts from 
the Christian East published in the 
Patrologia Orientalis series

  Database of Latin Dictionaries 
An unparalleled resource for research 
on the Latin language throughout 
the ages, including Blaise, Stelten, 
Sleumer…

    Clavis Clavium 
The Gateway to Late Antique  
and Medieval Literature.  
Available in Open Access

  Répertoire des traductions 
françaises des Pères de l’Eglise  
A unique source of information for 
the religious literature of Antiquity 
and Early Middle Ages

  Index Religiosus – International 
Bibliography of Theology, Church 
History and Religious Studies  
A reference index for academic 
publications in Theology, Religious 
Studies, and Church history

  Dictionnaire d’histoire et de 
géographie ecclésiastiques 
An incomparable source of 
information for anyone interested  
in the history of the Church

BREPOLiS Databases  
for Religious Studies, and Church History

Several other essential databases for the study of the Bible are available on www.brepolis.net:


